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We are indebted to Prof George Herbert

Palmer for his reprint book form of the
William Belden Noble lectures delivered
In 1 W at Harvard University In thli
volume which IB entitled The Field of
Ethics Houghton Mlfflln Co a theme-

In which everyone Interested is discussed
with uncommon Insight and singular lu

author undertakes succes-

sively to show the relation of ethics to the
descriptive sciences to law to mthetloa
and to religion He arrives at the condu

that etliioa deals with a human being
who Is conceived an unlike the definition of
physios through being conscious unlike
the through his pot
eesstan of subjective worth unlike the
definition of esthetics through his posees
non of objective worth and finally unlike
the dsflnitlon of religion through being
flail Let us glance in some detail at the
reasoning by which this conclusion
Is reached In the lecture on Ethics and
the Descriptive Sciences the author oon
relies that ethics though a science is not a
MilMufflcIent science It rests upon phys
In yet U not Identified with physics Our
world as everybody knows is one Any

aspect of it la alwaye incomplete-
Its manifold sciences liavo a mutual In-

terdependence each representing only a
point view from which the com-

mon material may ba surveyed The point
of view of ethics in general
U that of consciousness or internal oognlza-
blllty The point of view of physics is the
acceptance of conditions which are assumed
not to consciousness as the ground-
of their existence But while the Hold of
philosophy in general is thus marked off
by means of consciousness from that of
the physical sciences how is ethics to be
distinguished from tho other branches of
philosophy Prof Palmer answers that
each of many philosophical sciences
examines some special phoso of the common
consciousness Metaphysics studies tho
nature of consciousness and the truths
which are involved In Ita very existence
psychology the facts through which from
Instant to conscious being mani-

fests itself epistemology the extent and
the validity of the knowledge which con-

sciousness affords loglo the processes by
which that knowledge cornea Our author
goes on to show that the special field of
ethic is different from all the fields Just
described It docs not ask with meta-

physics What am I and under what con-

ditions can I be Nor with the other philo-
sophical sciences What and how do I
know It has its own question What
and how can I do All ethical discussions
assume a being who counts as a positive
factor in fashioning conduct This con-

duct moreover is regarded M unlike other
motions in that it la expressive of human
purpose Ethics then which differs from
physics Inasmuch as it deals with-

a conscious being differs also from philoso-
phy in general by conceiving the conscious
being as active Here it may be asked
does not history also conceive the con-
scious being man as active Yes replies
our author but history does not conceive-
man as free Ethlos tries to survey a deed
in Its genesis before it is committed to
existence history after the deed has be
come a part of the worlds order To tho
historian looking at events after their
occurrence considerations of choice free
dom preference and alternative possibility
are unsuitable From his point of view
It would be Idle to Inquire what the condi-
tion of England would now be if William the
Conqueror had been defeated at Senlac
The possibility that something else might
have happened possibility that is at the
very heart of ethics history discards
The ethical philosopher on the other hand
even when ho looks back upon the past
contemplates a world unfixed and adjust
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able He considers every dood as in some
sense free and Imagines that tho chief
influence in bringing It about was the doers
choice In a word Prof Palmer is not one
of those who believe in the practicability-
of an historical reconstruction of ethics
In his opinion the viewpoints of uthlca and
of history are fundamentally distinct

AMuming then that rUMs judges a
human being so far as he is conscious
active and free must wo not admit that the
Mm thing may bo sold of law Unques-
tionably it may and Prof Palmer reminds
ut that the practical identity of ethic
and law was averted by Hobbe when the
study of ethics was y t matl rfly-

proawutMi In England Nothing accord
ing to Hobbe is right or wrong In Itself
and independently of potltlvn law With
Jeremy IWntluun also the legislative
features of morality are Its dominant fea-

tuiei Hi somftimtai speaks a If there
were a K cl l Kl it of appropriate
14 Hides and another slightly different
for Initiation but the dUTvnmc U not
KJi i i on Our uuthur fur
remind u that what U Immoral U not at

Illegal soil lie add that iwltlwr-
U what In illegal always Immoral Morn
over the alms of law IK ut Htil are d-
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l U it
must be sought In what Is small superficial
and easily detached rather than in
fundament The prtacHal ground

on which ethics U distinguished
from is precisely tho reverse
of that on which It U distinguished from
law Artistically we estimate a person
purely in terms of himself disregarding
all that lies beyond Th point of view
of SMthetios U therefore far too sulJao
tive to yield a full survey of the moral
field For though a moral being must bo-

a person who llko an obJoot of fine art
has worth in himself he must also fulfill
relations to his fellow men as tho law ro
qulret

It will scarcely be disputed that religion
unite the viewpoints of law and esthetics
That U to say by religion a mans worth
U reckoned In terms of himself at the some-
time that his worth is estimated in terms
of his follow men Is ethics then Identical
with religion Plainly no because it
deals with the finite It U occupied with
earthly conditions whereas religion deals
with the relation of tho finite to tho in-

finite The viewpoint of ethics is distinct
from that of religion As students of
ethics says Prof Palmer we must bring
ourselves to withdraw our attention tem-
porarily from religion Wo must
fix our moral mind on the rather
than on the godward side of a life which
unites finite and infinite Is ethics then
an Independent or a dependent science
Our author recognizes that it Is dependent-
in a high degree By Itself ethics is im-

perfect and needs in order to become an
effective engine in life a large supplement-
ation from religion Our author sooma
disposed to aooept Rants dictum that no
body can act morally without assuming that
the constitution of the world furnishes a
field adapted to moral action this

assumption being a belief in an adapt-
ing God It is here polntod out that the
religious man by which wo understand
Prof Palmer to mean the believer in reve-
lation differs from the deists in the clarity
with which he makes this assumption
Performance in proportion to the clarity
is looked for A higher degree of stead-
fast exactitude in righteousness is rightly
expected from the religious man than from
those who lack his exalted hopo It is
true that the religious man often
but the fact that when he does so tho
public mockingly laughs treats his

as doubly base and counts hIm
more at issue with himself in wrongdoing
than others are shows the general belief
that In the hopes of religion motives for
righteousness are to be found which can
not be expected elsewhere

The words ethics and morels are often
employed In current spocch as if they
were interchangeable The author holds
that they are not synonyms If I object-
to a mans morals I assert that ho la in
the habit of performing acts which thIS
majority of his fellow men disapprove-
I decline to associate with him on account-
of deeds done and states of feeling per-
mitted which I believe corrupt But if I
object to his ethics I do not suggest that
he has ever wrought Iniquity I may
consider his conduct more righteous than
my own Whatl object to is his explanation-
of conduct My understanding of righteous-
ness II different from his I bellovo it to
spring from other principles than those
to which he traces it In a word ethics
is related to morality as geometry is to
carpentry Tho geometer who takes his
principles from objects of the outer world
may have no skill in fashioning such ob-

jects The carpenter embodies tho
of geometry but he may do so blindly

knowing nothing about them Ethics
in fine is a science morality an art
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When turtle Was Away-

A tory by Mrs Poultney BlRelow When
Charlie Was Away D Appleton it Co
is in the form of letters purporting to have
pawed between Mr March a lady of 39

whose husband was away In the British
naval conic on the west coast of Africa
and lord Darraway her cousin living In
Ireland who had always loved her Mrs
Marchs letters which are rprlghtly and
might well have been written by author
of Dodo confide to us a number of fairly
bewildering experiences and emotion
Their effect upon Lord Darraway U well
shown lu the varying length fervor and
cheerfulness of his replies and even in
the form of his signature which U hotiw-
ilrnw Darraway and mmetlmes 11111

In her Mxxmd letter March oddr
sing Lord Dsrraway as BUI dear
him what connection there U Ixtwtoti
cilia and kUMw apparently umilaUxl

which da not t v n Ixgln with
rune Icltor though thy round If they
did I BUI l ar over noikwl that M l n
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of the most celebrated author of the pre
ent day Did you ever Forbes Of
course you know bl delightful books
Every one loves them except rival
who are nearly of envy they
didnt write them themselves Herberts
a dead He Is one of the men who having
got to tho top of the tree find it unsatis-
factory and look as If they want to Jump
down lie looks ascetic and sacerdotal but I
dont belinrt he ia As fame grows his
baldness Increases lIla hot brain has
burned a hole In his hair During the
soup Forbes announces that he It awfully
Interested In his new flat Im mad
at present on my Chippendale
he says Mrs March sighs In
oho says I cant compete Im not built
on Chippendale lines Forbes laughed at
this wo read Lord Darraway does not
appear to have been BO much amused

You are too cood for this nonsense he
say in his rather brief and cold answer-
to Mrs Marchs two letters Do spare
poor young Dankest and dont tell him
has Rot a lovely mouth You are too original-
to say what every other woman has said
already Its bad enough for a boy to be
handsome and on tho stage without his
hearing about his mouth Lord Darraways
loiter begins curtly Dear Mary and Is
signed Your affectionate but disapproving-
Bill

The subjeot of Mrs Marchs fifth letter
will ho umleratood from Lord Darrnay
reply to It Mary Mary Lord Darraway
writes what have you done That clever
entertaining letter was simply to lend un
to the odious vulgar domnaWr fact that
youve dyed your She had dyed It
red and spoiled tn color scheme of her
drawing room then young Banks saw
it he openod beautiful mouth till he
nearly snowed wisdom sow
Indeed I Iwfiln to lose hopo wrote Lord
Darraway harley had better chuck
the navy and como home By I
never no an ry with Stop and
think and repent of this hideous foolUh-

nr j and try to remember that youre a
Indyl

In Mrs Marchs sixth Utter wo read
something about her husband Bill she
writes never made lovo to mel The
third day after wo were engaged be read
Mncaulny to mel I shall never forget
I sat on one end of the sofa dying to be
kissed and ho read mo about tho Bloody
Assizes I wanted to lay my head on his
shoulder and ho kept telling me how

laid his on the block I couldnt
say kiss kiss Ive a great seeth-
ing heartful of lovo and passion Make
It yours When wed burled Monmouth he
proposed a brisk walk Bill do you

Adam when he first saw Eve said
Como for n turn In tho Garden my dear-

It is good for your liver But I suppose
they lived on salad and grass and had no
livers When Charlie and I married he
was nice enough but I knew that I was
nothing at all to lilm compared to his pro-

fession How often Ive wished I were a
binnacle or n barnacle or some of those
queer nautical things I dont know the
names Tho height of Charlies am-

bition outside of his career was to mo
darn stockings I did heveiitoen one night
while ho read to mo Froude on the Spanish
Armada and I have never stuck a needle
Into one since

Wo can Imagine Lord Dorraways
as he read Then he went away for

three years tho letter went on and
mo to sit sewing till he came back

Hut I was no Penelope When I spin It la
over the ground in a hansom on tho way to
the play when 1 weave It la Impossible
romances of what nover was and never
can bo When Charlie writes to me he
ends with Do weigh your letters The
lout two were overweight Or Try
to keep down the expenses and be morn
particular about the front stairs When-
I wax last at home I thought they looked
dusty Dusty It makes me want to
be dusty Just a clean pinch of powder in-

a little urn on your mantelpiece lilllt
I believe Im crying I wonder
why

There Will more that was calculated to
get Into Lord Parraways filling and to
inaka him till ik Oh said the letter
finally If lmitrfirdii would take half thq
trouble to keep our love that other men

In try to KPI It how few scandal and
trnEfdlni and Iran there would l e In the
world Im not funny today
Rill am I IVopIn like ma only when I
am funny Mary Mardi was the life of
the paity they My Nolioly MM
lace that I Mt In the little cab mirror on
tips way honor Itnt It lu lx
middle ng l and rwntlmrntal OrtaliJy
I IHIN an fUjatlon I H Forgive

II I not mrjiiUIng tits should have
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80th THOUSAND

Being the Memoirs of Captain
Robert Moray sometime an Officer-
in the Virginia and
afterwards of Amhersts Regiment

BY

CILBERT PARKERAu-
thor of The Right of The
Trail of the Sword When Valmond
Came to Pontiac etc

Mr Parker has written books before and lince this But he hit
never equilled the tale that dei ribes the delicate sociable New France of
Montcalm and the heroic tumult of the fall of Quebec Here the author
hat immortalized the voyageur and habitant the coureur du boil and the
gallant heroes of the has given the true literary cxpretsics to
the life and mystery of the Canadian worU The Seats of the Misntjr
still stands the of the American Northland-

D APPLETON COMPANY Publishers New York
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APPLETON AND
COMPANY present

the following Holiday
publications The list

includes books on
narratives of travel ad-

venture recreation school

sports and the sea whole
some stories pioneers
trappew hunters voyageurs
soldiers craftsmen princes
Indians legends of theSouth
and of the North tales of

great historical and of ficti-

tious characters stories for
boys for girls for workers
for players for good chil-

dren for queer children for
the whole American child i

world

Our crew U tt the tart
Ralph Henry Harbours

Cnptaln of the Crow
120 net is at tho start of the

long list of books we liavo made
r

for young people Ask anybody J
who has rend For the Honor of T

the School 150 or The Half-

Back 100 by the same author
if they want tho now one for
Christmas

MANY a boy who loves to read
book is just an

happy studying birds Boys and j

girls too will appreciate In tho
Days of Audubon 130 net by
Butterworth This is the latest of
a notable series by this author r

ROM roaming the fields to room j
ing tho world with Marco

Polo comes easy An edition of
that gentlemans famous travels
has been prepared for tho young
by Edward Athcrton 75 cents
net

AROLDS Discussions 70

cents net will be welcome
to those who know the Harold
Series of Nature Study readers by-

J M Troeger

you like to have
in Tad Lincolns place

and heard his father Abraham
Lincoln tell stories Yell Lin-

coln in Story is the next best
thing A book of authentic Htories
by and about the martyred Presi-

dent by S O Pratt 75 cents net

to Lincoln is Uncle Sam
His Secrets His

Flag ills Navy and Ills Soldiers
arc all described interestingly in a
series of four volumes called Tho
Undo Sates Series 1350 Easy
governmental Information for
youngsters thntti about it

at fa from young Pnul
Jones to Dewey Tim Young
Heroes of Our Nuvy The books
are sold separately however irtK-
uril mid there I no timkn
believe about them
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HARPERS MAGAZINE for
one year is the best possible

Christmas Gift

BOOKS

FOR
CHRISTMAS-

It is not too late even for thjo
best books You can these
books at any if

let us know we will
send them immediately to any
address on of
price Tlio first is a beautifully

history of the

Life of Queen Victoria-
by tho Marquis of Lorno now
Duke of It is
attractively illustrated and is the
one great personal and intimate

of and the
Victorian period

Pictures and text by the worlds

It is called
i

Confessions-
of a CaricaturistT-

he author Harry Furniss for
futile of his
sonal experiences both here and

worlds
celebrities It is inimitably told
and pictured over

of the authors own
drawings

Then there is the great gift
book Quartette all or
of them a most artistic present
They are undoubtedly

Four
MostArtistic

Gifts-
of the season The titles are
Heroines of Fiction W

D IJowella Alice in Wonder-
land with Peter Newells
ures A Japanese Nightin-
gale by

First Appearance by
Richard with
pictures by Gibson

In novels suitable for gifts four
represent

The Seasons
Best Fiction

They ore The of
Gilbert Parker Car

diiran Kobort W
The Portion of

Alarv E Wilkins Floor
TiilJ by Sarah l Mclxun-
jreone

A Japanese Nlhtln
net pott-

age M cents

HrFlnl ApptMincr

TIll Right ol Ty
Cardigan 50

In WwuJrland Th ol tabor
300 url postage 18

1 0

Uf of Vic-
toria net
postage 13 unto

of a Cart
calurut 2 Volt
1000 net puttagr
54

trruiirs ol Fiction 2

I square New York

An American Novel
of Human Interest

Uy Sidnry McCall

MM-
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for Sale Everywhe-
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A

booksellersor
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